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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations 7 


', SUBJECT ©. ‘: - Media Inquiry to Cuban Exile Journalist in 
; _ , Miami re Cuban Involvement in Watergate | — 
Case and Attitudes in Miani Area se ote 
: . ges i, a 


1. This mamorandua is for your information only; . | 


.: 2. : On 7 May 1973 we were advised by Stetion WH/Miami that °° -.:. 
‘two employees of a Station WH/Miani proprietary haditold the -; 
tation that one Rene VIERA Gonzalez, a Cuban exiles “Journalist 

"who writes for Diario Las Americas and owns the Westchester 
. Wali Bookstore In Miami received a call in early May’ from one 
FNU GOTILIEB who said. he worked for tha Times in Washington. . 
_ (GOTTLIEB is believed to be Sanford GOTTLTES, 13192 Brandywine - 
' St., Kensington, Md. who was formerly an’employee ofithe  __. . 
' National Committee on Sane Nuclear Policy". -A pretext call to 
the Washington bureau of the New York Tines verified: that one 
"Sandy" Gottlieb was employed’ thera. LIEB asked VIERA 
‘what people in Miami were Saying about the Watergate’ case and 
what participation the Cubans had in it. He specifically 4 
asked about the activities of Reinaldo. PICO (former 2506 
Brigade member), Orlando PIEDRA (former Chief of Cuban Bureau 
o£ Investigation in Batista Government), and Rolando MASFERRER 
(former Cuban Senator and self-admitted former Communist). 
He also asked if ITT had an office in Miami, whether Joaquin: 
SANJENIS Perdome (former Chief of a WH/Hiami proprietary who 
was amicably terminated in 1972) and Juan A. PAULA (former 
WH/Miami proprietary employee and former Controller of - - 
Revolutionary Democratic Pront-FRD-and currently employed by | 
an OGC proprietary) were still in the Miami area. He. was also 
interested in Edgardo BUTTARI, a Cuban born in West Tampa, 
‘Florida, a former Cuban Congressman and Minister of Commerce 
who ‘is reportedly associated with Mr, Charios “Bebeo' REROZO, 
ccording to GOTTLIEB, BUTTARI was appointed as "political .. 
Chief in the Republican Party", — ae 
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3. ‘GOTT LIEB apparently has current. ‘information on the 


activities of the persens he mentioned; for example, he 


knew that Juan A. PAULA was involved in the jewelry business 
(PAULA and Antonio Felix GENOVA Corzo, a WH/Miami propri onan 
employee recently purchased a powelry business) and he knew 
that Reinaldo PICO had resided in Venezuela and had racently | 
returned to the United States. The phone conversation lasted 
about 45 minutes and GOTTLIEB told VIERA that 2 fhe. cane to 
Miami they would have Aench together. 5 ; 

NM 


4. VIERA ‘does not know GOTTL IEB ut catked! him cing” 


-GOTTLIES said he was recommended by\Eraesto BETANCOURT Tho - 
has resided in the Washington area for more than ten yéars. ~ 


0? (BETANCOURD was a former Agency asset and is currently Chief of 


The conversation was 


MCKERCHER and AVANT)which utilizes 
‘INC) as office space cover. | AMOR other duties performed by 


“ob 


» Op 


of ‘persons: of interest to GOTTLIEB.) . 


initially in English but continued in Spanish. VIERA said he STs 
provided no information to GOTTLIEB on the basis that he is a 


Cuban exile and did not want to get involved in internal U.S. 


affairs. We do not know why GOTTLIEB was interested in Joaquin ="! 


SANJENIS or Juan A. PAULA. (Attached - are | Summary bipgraphies 


ob. * a ol 

5. On 7 May 1973@arvin 1 L. vias) © Chief, Gunaet a) was 
riefed on the substance of the report from WH/M Gant pertainin 
to Juan A. PAULA, who works for tha(MHMUTUAL proprietary. 24 


the proprietary are the monthly checks sent to the dependents 
ek imprisoned assets which are signed in true name by PAULA. ~— 
EVANS was unaware that PAULA had purchased a new jewelry ars 
usiness in association with Antenio GENOVA; however, he feels 
that (MHMUTYAL) is protected and compartmented fron the WA f/Miami | 


propristary and he has the utmost confidence in the proprietary): <2..." 
. being able to Field any questions OlGHMUTUAL communication with | 
( the propractany is by unlisted phone, and a post office box... 
Gvans said tha HE friexzncHE) 
t 


Rj) and avanpe ould possibly be linked. 
st the trail would end there. . Ka 


9. 


\ geeks that either prop detary covld only be linked to the Agency 
6 . 


by innuendo. {He did say that Howard HUNT was aware of © 
MHMUTUAL) when he served aS C/CA/EUR.) G@VAN feels secure as 


far as and ACKERCHER | and AVANT) are a 
concerned. | 7 a ; 24 Do 
ernAue4#nr 
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6. EVANS) mentioned that the bona fide law firm 
‘the other portion of the MUMUTUAL) offices are the attorneys 
for (John DEAN)OG (Thess lawyerspere cleared and witting.) Fe 
One Sf the lawyers told (EVANS)that GEAN will be the "biggest 
- canary nee of the year”, The common receptionist area is 
(Ne 


occupying © 


manned by HMUTUAD) employees. who also monitor all telephon 


calis, incoming and outgoing for the other law firn. BVANS)o & ee: 


Hentioned that there have been numerous calls from the media 


and outgoing overseas calls to such places as Japan and Europe, 
8 + S . % . Ma we Pp 3 -. acs p a 
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7. GVANDwiit be traveling to Nassau and returning via 


_Niani on 10 May 1973. He intends,,to. talk with his proprietary a 


people at that time on other (HHMUTUA) business and will also | 


contact COS, WH/Miami. (The COS has been alerted to expect. ©: 0.) 


& call from EVANS on 10 May 1973.) 


7a ie 
Jenes E.. Flanzery a Te 


. Janes E. Flannery | #- 
Acting Chief SS: 


. Western Hemisphere Division ~~ 


. ce: Director of Security - ES ae de® Slee? oS oe 
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Rene VIERA Gonzalez 


 Repor ter for piano Las Americas: ‘Was speaker for 
Journalism in Ex © at: meeting heals ‘Flagler Thoater 


Miami June 1957. 


Ead also been head of Public Relations for Cuban. 
National Bank. Date not given. a or 
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Reinaldo PICO Ramon - formerly AMICE-31 (201-284658) 


POA granted 14 Octobder' 1969 as PM assat.” Member’ 
2596 Brigades, captured Bay of Pigs. Member of Prisoners 
Commission sent by Castro to Miami to negotiate release |. 
eee prisoners in exchangs for mechanical equipment and other. 
' supplies needed _by Cuba. Defected and refused to accompany 
- other members o£ Prisoners Commission on their. return to. 
Cuba in July 1951. POA granted 15 June 1964 for us® as 
CA/Prop asset. SGSWIRLED 3-Octaber 1964 -~ OA 4 February 
"1966. Amicably terminated 30 June 1568. As of July 1959 
. ain Caracas, Venezuela. In December. 1969 he was des¢tribed ~- 7.0. | 
‘by a source as "one doss not know where the binte beg gins F and ieee 
sOneys what is true and what is lie", es 
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Orlando PIEDRA . . 
Criando Bleno PI EDRA-NEGUERLA (201- 247879). 


aka - Orlando Eleno NEGUERLA-PIE DRA 
aka - Orlando PIEDRA . - 
aka - 0. ROCA ; Be Lise 


Born. 18 December 1917, Havana, Cub 
Believed to be Cuban citiz BR ‘currently. 
H oe : 
Was Chisf of Cuban Bureai: of iavestigation | in. ‘Baticta’ Govern- 
. Went. Told FBI June 1959 he was forced to. ieave Cuba upon fal} 
Of Batista, Réportedly head of anti-Castro group in Miani in 
‘Juns 1553, .In Sept 59 reported to be friendly 9 vith Relando - 
LMASPERRER Rojas, ‘ex~Cuban senator and publ isher,- .PEEDRA 
reportedly furnished with | Boney by Batista. Bln AGY sei 3 


- During Batista regine was ‘included with others as. ay 
responsible officials considered directly involved in torture. 9.0: 
and killing of Cuban citizens. Resided in Fort Lauder rdale, 00s 
Fla, in. February 1960. During Batista regime PIEDRA was in 
‘Charge of ail matters pertaining to. ganbling, Yackets and — 
. contraband, In 19535 in Cuba PIEDRA was alse. voy, _in 

‘business of Chinese contraband. 
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Rolando Arcadio MASFERRER Rojas (201-42669) 


Former Cuban senator and self-admitted former Communist. 
Quite active during early 60's in’various anti-Castro oa 
activities in U.S. Rece res served four and one-half year 
prison sentence received U.S. District Court for- violation of 
U.S. neutr ality Laws. , Sees Me ae Sivan : 


No indication Headquarters has been in touch with su je ect 
at any tine. . us Ee os; a 22 See 


Born 1918 in Cuba}: typifies worst elements in pfopaer: pemiie uae” 


-. o£ Batista. . Name connotes RULERS Sno SS» Besase ine iON: torture’ 
: and extortion. hen, 


Still considers himself to be a ses acct kde phen: ee. 


‘virulent critic of U.S. in past. eo ee 
é ees : fe . . . , . ae 3 many ae . 
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Edgar Anthony BUTTARI Puig (B.¥.é.) 


HH/ COS care file ‘which Shows that BUTTARI was. in touch with . 


aka.- Edgar A. BUTTARI (Doctor) 
aka ~ Edgardo BUTTARI y Puig (201-276771) ne 
Photo. available oo co OO nee fey 


While information in his file does not ‘Indicate ‘any. past or |. 
present CIA con tact, there is unsourced information in the. 


Frank Bender (Gerard Drollier} in Miani in th Spring of 1S 760, 


appa rently in relation to BUTTARI's involvement with the 


Revolutionary Democratic Front (FRD ). Currently BUTTART is 


iavolyed in many business ventures in South Florida snd is 


reportedly associated with Charles “Bebe! © Rebone, soctelty, and. 


Edgar xvdo BUTTARI was ‘born 14 August isse @ 150 given 1914} 0 


at West Tampa, Florida, the son of a Cuban whe fought in ths 


Cuban’ Independence War. Appointed Cuban : Inspector Ganeral 


Instructor of the Ministry of State in 1933. He later became — 
Under Sea cretary of Labor, In’ 1338 he returned to Cuba and 


served as Secretary of Commerce until 1940. fle 1 

Minister of the Cuban Foreign Service. Appointed Niaister = 
Commerce by Batista in 1942, he held that post until 1944 a 
when he resigned to run for the house of Representatives, >. 
‘Habana. He remained in the House of Rep esentatives until 1952. 

‘BUTTARI arrived in the U.S; in March 1966 to reside in 

Minani, Florida. He becand involved with the Reyolutionary 
Democratic Front. ve me 


During his first term as Minister of - Commerce 3n 1933 he was: 
sponsible for the arr rest of. several American repres sentatives . 
Large lard exporters in the U.S, (Suite, Armour, etc.) ee 
for increasing prices. At the sane time he endeavor red to put .. 
forward i egislation of nationalistic “tendencies, ‘warning to 
"Yankee Imps rialism", and seeansd somewhat unir iendly to the > 
U.S. He later changed and in 1933 became more anxious to 
cooperate with the G. S.,; apparéntiy having gotten over his _ 
openly anti-American feelings. Howsver, he did ROL appear to. 
be dependable according to Eabassy reports. He has been 


described as astute, clever, intelligent but slippery. He - 
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